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Welcome to the 
BDAA National Design Awards

Entries will be accepted until Sunday 10th July 2022.  
All entry submissions must be made online bdaa.awardsplatform.com

The BDAA welcomes you to an exciting and rejuvenated awards program for 2022!

The previous two years have delivered a mixed bag of emotions with uncertainty, 
overwhelm, production and prosperity to name a few. As the feet of our industry 
paddle fast under water to meet a continual high demand, we want to take a moment 
to stop and recognise our members and industry partners for their brilliant effort in 
contributing to our country’s economy and enduring to improve our industry, despite 
the many challenges placed upon us during this time.

Among this, the high calibre of projects that our members and industry partners have 
produced in the past year have been nothing short of amazing as we play our role in a 
thriving construction industry.



2022 National 
Design Awards 
Program

So… grab yourself a coffee and cut that slice of cake while 
you take a short moment to indulge in this Entry Guide. You 
will learn why this is an opportunity not to be missed and 
what other benefits await from your participation in the

We’ve all been craving more human interaction and you’ve told 
us you are ready to meet face to face, so this year we deliver 
upon a very well overdue celebration. The BDAA is concocting an 
incredible Annual Conference and YOU are the main attraction!

We invite you to take part in what we anticipate will be our greatest 
award program to date. Categories have been honed and 
opportunities aplenty for every level of BDAA member.



YOU are the main attraction! 

Every one of our members works ridiculously hard across 
several projects to create a premium outcome for each 
of their clients. These projects not only deserve to be 
recognised and celebrated, but they are the key to 
attracting new clientele when well promoted.

Winning a National Design Award comes with several 
benefits far surpassing the exhilarating moment of when 
your name is announced – and trust us when we say that 
moment itself is solely worth your entry!

Entries will be accepted until Sunday 
10th July 2022. 

All entry submissions must be made online 
bdaa.awardsplatform.com



Designers and Industry Partners 
associated with the winning 
entry can cleverly capitalise on 
the perks of being formally and 
publicly acknowledged, years after 
receiving their prize. Whether you 
realise it or not, your submission 
provides an abundance of 
promotional opportunity across the 
written, photographic, and video 
components. The BDAA is going to 
bundle all of this together to produce 
maximum output that you can use 
to promote yourself now and into 
the future. Basically, you will secure 
years’ worth of marketing for the 
small investment of your entry fee!

This applies to every level of member 
from Designers to Builders, TPAs and 
Suppliers. At the end of the day, if 
your company was involved even in 
the smallest way, being affiliated with 
a winning project can have genuine 
return for your business. The BDAA 
is committed to helping you achieve 
this though the National Design 
Awards program and we strongly 
encourage you to participate.

entering 
your marvellous 
projects

Now it’s time for you to become 
the main attraction by

into as many categories as possible!



Photography
Submitting quality project photos is important criteria when 
entering any award program. Whether you are taking your 
own photos or engaging a professional to do this, it is 
important to understand what and how different types of 
photographs can influence the success of your entry.
Hero images encapsulate the entire project and are often 
the front elevation of a dwelling. Hero images are used 
for marketing purpose, and these are the pictures that will 
be used to promote your winning entry. It is crucial that 
at least one of your hero images is in portrait (vertical) 
orientation. This has strengths in print media and social 
media particularly, which is where you will maximise your 
exposure.

Tip: You will waste several marketing opportunities should 
you not have a decent portrait shot in your project’s 
portfolio.

Secondary images help tell a story by capturing every angle 
of the project. These assist the viewer in understanding the 
project as if they were visiting site for themselves. Often 
presented in order of how you would walk through the home 
to best demonstrate flow.



Detail images emphasise notable elements of 
the project, for example a bespoke detail or an 
example of fine texture. Anything completely 
unique to your project should be captured in a 
detail photo.

Industry Partner images allow for cross promotion 
within and outside of the awards program. 
These photos are especially important if you are 
wanting to double up your entries into Industry 
Partner Award categories (see page 11 for further 
information on IPA)

While photographs are not judged specifically, 
they do play an important part in explaining your 
entry to the judges as the more attractive and 
useable the photo, the more positive attention it 
will naturally receive. iPhones and technology are 
pretty good these days, however, professional 
photography is always recommended for any 
award program. A photographer can work a whole 
bag of tricks to highlight key components of your 
project and work with varying environmental factors 
that may otherwise hinder your image.

professional 
photography
is always recommended 
for any award program



Video Content
When you consider how many people are on a construction 
site, from siteworks, to key handover to completion of 
landscaping, there is no doubt a lot of photos and videos 
are being taken at any given stage. What better way to tell 
the story of your project then by compiling these videos and 
including them in your submission?!

This is not a requirement of entry, nor judging criteria. 
However, entrants will receive incredible marketing 
opportunities once the award program has closed. All 
videos, big and small, can be pulled together (courtesy of 
the BDAA) to make high quality output for everyone involved 
in that project. Even the most trivial bit of footage, such as 
panning across a newly framed roof, can become part of an 
enticing presentation. When enough snippets throughout 
the build are composed, with music and voiceover applied, 
the result is a ‘warm fuzzy’ kind of presentation that will 
attract interest across all mediums. And the best bit… 
you only have to provide the content, we’ll do the time 
consuming bit!
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Entering the BDAA National Design Awards
Entries will be accepted until Sunday 10th July 2022.  
All entry submissions must be made online bdaa.awardsplatform.com

ENTRY. There are four simple steps involved in submitting your entry.

  1  
REGISTER OR LOG IN

If you haven’t already registered or 
submitted an entry for this year’s program, 
you will need to register. This creates your 
account so you can make online project 
submissions, which you manage and may 
edit up until submissions close. 

Once you have commenced your 
submission, you can log in and out at any 
time without losing submission data.

  2  
CHOOSE AWARD 
CATEGORY

There are thirty categories which each attract 
entry fees. Look at the category descriptions 
to select the most appropriate for your 
project. Projects may be entered into more 
than one category where appropriate (each 
entry requires a separate submission and fee).

1
2

3 4  3 
CREATE ENTRY SUBMISSION

Before beginning your entry submission, read the entry 
conditions. Submitting an entry means that you have 
read and agreed to all the Entry Conditions, including 
obtaining appropriate releases and authorities in writing 
from your client, and photographer.

You will be prompted to respond to specific written 
criteria and upload supporting materials (images, 
drawings and other visual material). So that you have a 
back up, complete responses to written criteria in a Word 
document, then cut and paste into the relevant parts of 
the submission form.

Images. You must submit 10 to 20 images of your project 
in high resolution format. TIF images will not be accepted.

Images should be high resolution suitable for printing, but 
maximum file size shall be 10MB each. Minimum image size 
shall be  2400 pixels wide in any direction. If your images are 
coming in above the 10MB size limit, try re‑saving them in 
Photoshop and reducing the JPEG compression level to 8.

To maintain anonymity during judging, no design 
practice names may appear on images, floor plans or 
written support materials; however, client names may be 
included.  

  4 
ENTRY SUBMISSION  
AND PAYMENT

Once you have completed steps two 
and three you may pay and submit your 
project. Entry fees are $295, $195 or $75 
depending on the category.  

Each submission and payment is 
confirmed by the issuing of a tax receipt, 
sent to your email address. Retain a copy 
for taxation purposes.

Preferred payment method is Visa and 
Mastercard.
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Categories 2022

No Category Description Entry fees

1 New Residential Buildings (up to 
$500,000)

Designing a brand new home from a blank canvas offers the opportunity to use imagination and creativity, while being met with 
the overwhelm of choice and the pressure to get it right. The New Residential Buildings category is broken across six price 
brackets to showcase more of your fabulous work in the new home arena. 

These categories are judged on every element of the project including, but not limited to, understanding the client brief, aesthetic 
appeal, design cohesion and sustainability.

Primary

2 New Residential Buildings ($500,000 
to $750,000) Primary

3 New Residential Buildings ($750,000 
to $1.0m) Primary

4 New Residential Buildings ($1.0m to 
$1.5m) Primary

5 New Residential Buildings ($1.5m to 
$2.0m) Primary

6 New Residential Buildings (over 
$2.0m) Primary

7 Residential Alterations / Additions (up 
to $500,000)

Working with an existing dwelling can be a welcome challenge. A project such as this defines parameters from the start and 
allows you to become the ultimate problem solver while you amalgamate the old with the new. This category is broken into two 
price brackets to showcase differing scales of renovation. 

Judging will focus on every element of the project including, but not limited to, understanding the client brief, aesthetic appeal, 
design cohesion and sustainability.

Primary

8
Residential Alterations / Additions 
(over $500,000) Primary

9
Residential Interiors

The importance of a cohesive interior is recognised with this category. This award will be judged on the likes of spatial planning, 
materials, and colour palette of the home’s interior. Furnishings and decorations will not be considered for the purpose of judging 
but are strongly encouraged for PR & Marketing including Award presentations.

Primary

10 Small Lot Housing (max. lot 350 sqm)
They say good things come in small packages! This category recognises the genius required to deliver a functional and 
spaciously presented home while working within the limitations of a small site. Primary

11
Secondary Dwellings / Granny Flats

Secondary dwellings can often have limitations around floor arrangement and be lacking in overall scope. The award for 
secondary dwellings / granny flats recognises creativity in design, turning what is often a bland after thought into a feature of the 
property.

Primary

12 Multi‑Residential Buildings
Designing for multiple occupancy requires additional consideration and this category recognises the clever design executed in 
the likes of these predominantly Class 2 (ABCB) buildings. Primary

EARLY BIRD ENTRY FEES
Primary = $245
Secondary = $145
Tertiary = $45
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Categories 2022

No Category Description Entry fees

13 Chris Reardon Memorial Award for 
Sustainable Buildings

The late Dr Chris Reardon was a Licensed Builder, a Building Designer, a Sustainable Housing Consultant, a Public Speaker, 
Author, and Educator. He loved environmental design and dedicated his career to creating sustainable change in the Australian 
housing sector. Named in his honour, this award will be given to the most outstanding project in sustainable design. Open to 
any description, entrants can also enter this project into another appropriate category. 

New residential projects in this category require a NatHERS rating. NSW Residential Alterations/Additions may submit a BASIX 
certificate. Non‑residential projects must submit a Section J certificate, NABERS, Green Star rating or similar as deemed 
appropriate.

Primary

14 Commercial Buildings
While commercial buildings must follow a brief and demonstrate good design principles, thought also needs to be given to 
enticing the public with the building’s aesthetic. Branding needs to be achieved and the building’s location activated. This 
category is predominantly suitable for Class 5 & 6 (ABCB) buildings.

Primary

15 Industrial Buildings
Designing for industry is rewarding when you’ve created a workspace that is far more vibrant than a stock standard warehouse. 
You can apply sustainable elements and create a unique building, taking inspiration from the surrounding environment and 
delivering something fit for purpose. This category is predominantly suitable for Class 7 & 8 (ABCB) buildings.

Primary

16 Public Buildings / Structures
What better way to contribute to your community then to design a public building or structure? This category is predominantly 
suitable for Class 9 (ABCB) buildings including but not limited to council chambers, schools, medical centres, shopping plazas 
and community halls.

Primary

17 Commercial Interiors
Designing the interior of a commercial space is abundant in possibility so long as the client brief is adhered to. Entries can be 
standalone projects or form part of a submission for another appropriate category. Primary

18 Heritage Buildings / Adaptive Re‑use
There is something special about working on a heritage building. While these typically aren’t straight forward projects, they 
produce some of the most amazing outcomes while preserving history. Primary

19 Unbuilt Work
Do you have a project that you’ve slaved away at but for whatever reason just hasn’t made it to construction yet? This is the 
category where you can showcase your efforts! Any project entering this category may hold an entry in future award programs 
should it continue to build.

Primary

20 Unbuilt Work (Concept Design)
Have you come up with an incredible concept design that simply won’t come to be? You can be recognised for your design 
genius in this category. Projects entering Concept Design will not be eligible for future award programs and may not be 
constructed.

Primary

21 Liveable Housing Design
Open to residential projects only, this category recognises projects that have demonstrated excellence in accessible / adaptive 
design. Entries can be standalone projects or form part of a submission for another appropriate category. Primary

(continues)

ENTRY FEES
Primary Early Bird = $245
Primary = $295

Secondary Early Bird = $145
Secondary = $195

Tertiary Early Bird = $45
Tertiary = $75
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No Category Description Entry fees

22 Documentation Quality

This is an open category permitting all types of projects which demonstrate excellence in documentation including neat and 
organised construction drawings, thorough specification sheets, effective management of revisions and other supporting 
documentation such as any relevant engineering or manufacturer’s specifications. The purpose of documentation is to 
communicate intention between client, designer, supplier and builder/s, minimising interpretation onsite by providing documents 
that are clear and concise.

Primary

23 Collaboration Award
Another wonderful opportunity for ABSA members to get a piece of the action in conjunction with a BDAA member. We are 
looking for a powerhouse team who has produced an exceptional thermal performance design outcome for their client. The 
bonus of this submission is you get to share the entry fee.

Primary

24 Thermal Design Excellence Award
ABSA members – this is your time to shine! Enjoy the flexibility of this open category to demonstrate your professional 
excellence in thermal design. Judges are looking for proven evidence of thermal performance improvement from when the 
project was first adopted to once you had completed your scope of works.

Primary

25 Kitchen Design
A functional and attractive kitchen is one where great thought and planning has been demonstrated to achieve an outcome that 
serves a personal brief. Entries can be standalone projects or form part of a submission for another appropriate category. Secondary

26 Bathroom Design
Great bathroom design demonstrates clear connection to the brief, to deliver upon a very personal outcome. Compliance is 
paramount, as is visual appearance and functionality. Entries can be standalone projects or form part of a submission for another 
appropriate category.

Secondary

27 Landscape Design
What good is an amazing building without a luscious landscape surrounding it? This category recognises the skills involved in 
designing a workable and beautiful outdoor area. Entries can be standalone projects or form part of a submission for another 
appropriate category.

Secondary

28 Open Project (up to $100k)
Have you designed a terrific small-scale project that doesn’t quite fit into another category? Perhaps you’re the creator of an 
innovative mobile home or a pop-up retail location! Acknowledging great design in bespoke areas is what this category is all 
about.

Secondary

29 Student Design (Open)

There is no better opportunity for students in our industry to get a foot in the door by entering an awards program. Now your 
chances for recognition have doubled with two exciting Student Design Awards being presented. The Student Design (Open) 
category is looking for creativity and excellence in any scale of project. This entry can be a former tertiary assessment or a brand-
new concept.

Tertiary

30 Student Design (Set Brief )

Without prior work experience, awards are the perfect opportunity for students to showcase design ability and provide a 
launchpad for your career. The Student Design (Set Brief) category is looking for detail in execution of a specific residential brief, 
provided by the 2021 National Design Excellence Award Winner, Adam Hobill. Adam has invited you to demonstrate your ability 
across each of the components that each of the other categories are judged upon, providing invaluable experience regardless of 
your success in the program.

Tertiary

Categories 2022

(continues)

ENTRY FEES
Primary Early Bird = $245
Primary = $295

Secondary Early Bird = $145
Secondary = $195

Tertiary Early Bird = $45
Tertiary = $75
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Written Criteria

There are four key requirements within the written criteria for each of the award categories. It 
is important to understand the difference between these and how they are used to promote 
your project, both for the purpose of creating a winning entry and to further promote your 
project beyond the award project, regardless of whether you walk away with a win or not.

D
D

E
M

 
DESIGN BRIEF

This is not the section to skimp on detail. You do need to be 
concise as to not overshoot the maximum word count, however 
the more our judges can understand the brief you were given, 
the more they can applaud the way you resolved it. Treat this as 
the beginning of a story, setting the scene for how you save the 
day later! It is recommended to go into WHY your client brief was 
important and not just state what the brief was.

 
MEDIA RELEASE INFORMATION

A media release is an official representation of yourself and/or 
your business. Use this section to reflect your business strengths 
and values. Ideally, write something that can be attached to any 
of your photos which conveys the message you wish for your 
future clients and general public to see.

 
DESIGN SOLUTION

This section is where you get to be the saviour! How did you 
meet and/or exceed the brief? What issues came up that you had 
to resolve? How did you overcome challenges? It can be tricky 
inflating one’s ego, but this is definitely the time to do so! We want 
to know how you applied your skillset to maximise the outcome 
for your client. What products did you choose and why? How did 
these improve the project?

 
ENTRANT BIOGRAPHY

It is possible to flex without coming across as arrogant, simply 
by stating some facts. Use this biography section to tell us who 
you are, what you’ve achieved and what you’re about. This 
information isn’t being judged in the awards but will be helpful 
for promotion and marketing. What do you want people to know 
about you and your company at conversational level?



Industry Partner Awards

As you enter each award category, there is 
a bonus entry available by selecting any of 
our Industry Partners whose products you 
have specified in that project. These bonus 
entries have no monetary fee attached 
BUT there is a pre‑requisite to sufficiently 
photograph the product that has been 
specified.

As per the comments on Page 4, a portrait image 
that highlights the partner product is best. This 
enables the Industry Partner to utilise all mediums 
of marketing, while also cross‑promoting yourself. 
Bonus! the 2022 National Design Awards program.
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Conditions
Eligibility
The awards are open to BDAA members holding the following 
categories of membership: Chartered, Full & Student. Associate 
and Practice members are not eligible to enter the National 
Design Awards. To qualify as a Member of the Association, all 
membership fees must be paid when due.

Being accredited with the BDAA is not the same as being a BDAA 
member. If you have any doubts about your membership status 
contact BDAA Head Office or the Awards Coordinator.

The awards are also open to Australian Building Sustainability 
Association (ABSA) members holding the category of membership 
of Accredited Assessor. ABSA members are eligible to enter the 
Collaboration Award and the Thermal Design Excellence Award, 
but are not eligible to enter the other categories related to 
building design.

An Entrant must be an eligible Member of the Association at 
the time of the final closing date for entries, and for the current 
Membership year in which the Design Awards are to be judged 
and presented.

The Entrant must be the primary author and coordinator of the 
design i.e. the majority stakeholder.

Where authorship and coordination of the design cannot 
be attributed to an individual member, joint entrants will be 
permitted if all parties comply with the eligibility criteria in full, 
including membership of the Association.

Joint entrants other than members of the Association are not 
permitted. Please contact the Awards Coordinator if you are 
considering joint entry, as the platform is setup to accept a single 
individual entrant only.

Projects constructed in Australia or overseas are eligible.
Construction of the project (the building / structural elements) 
must have been fully completed not more than 5 years before the 

final closing date for entries. This requirement does not apply to the Student 
Design, Unbuilt Work, Unbuilt Work (Concept Design) or Documentation 
Quality categories.

For the Student Design categories, the Entrant must have been enrolled in 
an industry related course, either full time or part time, on the completion 
date of the project.

A project entered in a previous BDAA National Design Awards competition 
IS NOT eligible for entry in the same category.

A project entered in a previous BDAA Chapter Design Awards competition 
IS eligible for entry in the same category in the National Design Awards 
competition.

A project entered in a previous BDAA National Design Awards competition 
IS NOT eligible for entry in the same category in a subsequent Chapter 
Design Awards competition.

General Conditions
An entry shall be excluded from the program:

a. if it is received after the advertised closing date (although submissions 
that have been commenced but not completed by the closing date may 
be included at the discretion of the Organiser).

b. if it does not fulfil these entry conditions.

c. if it is incomplete or doesn’t conform to the correct format as specified 
under Entry (above).

The Organiser is committed to providing a quality awards program to the 
design industry and makes every attempt to ensure accuracy, currency and 
reliability of the information included on in this document and elsewhere. 
However, changes in content and process may become necessary at the 
absolute discretion of the Organiser. The Organiser accepts no liability for 
any use of the said content or reliance placed upon it.



Entry submissions are  
accepted until 5pm (AEST)  
on Sunday 10th July 2022.

A full report of all winners will 
be released to the media, 

published in WINNING 
DESIGN and online at the 

BDAA Awards gallery.

Awards and commendations 
will be presented during the 

BDAA National Design Awards 
presentation in Melbourne on 

Saturday 29th October 2022

10th July OctOct

T I M E L I N E



   
ENQUIRIES

designawards@bdaa.com.au


